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INTO OCT-OI ISO-00 EB-08 SP-02 USIA-06 AID-05 NSC-05 
CIEP-OI TRSE-00 SS-I5 STR-04 OMB-OI CEA-OI CIAE-00 
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220928 127303/12 

R 220710Z EEB 77 
EM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7154 
INEO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 

CONEIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 0708 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ASEAN, ETRD, PFOR, US, SN 

SUBJECT: US-ASEAN ECONOMIC CONSULTATIONS 

1. DURING EEBRUARY 21 CALL BY GEBER AND ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL 
COUNSELOR ON TAN BOON SENG, DIRECTOR, POLITICAL DIVISION, MPA 
AND DIRECTOR GENERAL SINGAPORE ASEAN SECRETARIAT, TAN REI- 
TERATED NOW PAMILIAR THEME OF CONCERN OP CONTINUED US INTEREST IN 
SEA REGION. HE PARTICULARLY WISHED TO KNOW HOW US TRADE AND 
INVESTMENT POLICIES ARE LIKELY TO BENEPIT ASEAN COUNTRIES. 

DISCUSSION COVERED U.S. ADMINISTRATION'S PARAMOUNT CONCERN 

TO RESTORE HEALTHY WORLD ECONOMY, U.S. POLICIES IN MTN, GSP, 

AND USG AWARENESS OF ASEAN CONCERN WITH PLOW OF PRIVATE U.S. 
INVESTMENT, INCLUDING POSSIBLE CHANGES IN TAX DEFERRAL PROVISIONS 
OP INTERNAL REVENUE CODE. TAN RAISED TWO SPECIFIC ISSUES: 

CUMULATIVE RULES OF ORIGIN UNDER GSP POR ASEAN AND GSP FOR 
INDONESIA. 

2. TURNING TO US-ASEAN CONSULTATIONS, TAN INDICATED DESIRE 

TO MOVE AHEAD. WE ASSURED HIM THAT US IS REEADY AND MENTIONED 
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PROCEDURAL QUESTION TO BE SORTED OUT IN MANILA. TAN ATTACPED LITTLE 
IMPORTANCE TO PROCEDURE, THOUGHT US TALKING PAPER " 

GOOD BASIS POR DIALOGUE TO BEGIN. HE WAS FLYING FOLLOWING DAY TO 
MANILA WHERE HE HOPED TO SEE MRS. MANOLO. HE THOUGHT US PORMAL 
PROPOSAL SHOULD BE MADE SOON SO THAT ASEAN STANDING COMMITTEE 
AT ITS NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD EARLY MARCH COULD AGAIN DEAL 
WITH QUESTION. 
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